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Cox, Erica L. Cruikshank, Joshua A. Eimers, 
Preston R. Elder III, Caroline A. Evey, Dan-
iel P. Fitzhenry, Joseph E. Gallo III, Rodne 
W. Getgen, Garrett A. Green, Taylor, A. 
Grigg, Bryan M. Haring, Brian C. Harris, 
Grant M. Higginbotham, Robert E. Hunt, 
Matthew G. Ifert, Michael C. Johnson, Brian 
A. Krause, Mark C. Langmead, Burke W. M. 
Latimer, Jacob T. Maund, Justen A. 
Moreland, Ali S. Najjar, Jacqueline C. Nor-
ris, Shonay L. Owens, Gracie J. Pak, Bo Lam 
P. Park, Harold I. Parra Romero, Roberto 
Rodriguez, Jr., Jordan P. Scheutzow, Ian M. 
Sebastian, Shaun M. Serich, Joseph M. Ship-
man, Marcus E. Tines, Thomas M. Tippett, 
Zachary J. Webb, Joel W. Whitney, Robert 
W. Wine III, Cristina-Michael M. Wittlinger. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the newest members of 
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment. I thank them for their service to their 
community and to all members of the Fire and 
Rescue Department, past and present, I say: 
‘‘Stay safe.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFESAVING 
EFFORTS OF JON PUTNAM AND 
LARHONDA BRYSON 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize LaRhonda Bryson and Jon Putnam 
of Concord, North Carolina. Their quick deci-
sion making and immediate action saved the 
life of a man who collapsed while working out 
at the West Cabarrus YMCA located in Con-
cord. Their selfless actions embody the prin-
ciples of the YMCA and we are extremely for-
tunate to have these individuals in our com-
munity. 

On June 22, 2016, a member of the West 
Cabarrus YMCA was running on a treadmill 
when he suddenly collapsed. Both LaRhonda 
and Jon instinctively reacted to assist the 
man. Upon initial examination they discovered 
the man was not breathing and his pulse had 
stopped. At this moment, Jon began CPR 
while LaRhonda applied an automated exter-
nal defibrillator. Shortly after they delivered a 
jolt from the device the man’s pulse returned 
and he began breathing again. LaRhonda and 
Jon remained by the man’s side caring for him 
until paramedics arrived and he was taken to 
the hospital. 

It brings me great pride whenever I can 
share stories like this that showcase the char-
acter of individuals in our community. The 
rapid response of both LaRhonda and Jon is 
an embodiment of the selfless attitude and 
commitment to serving others that we should 
all strive toward. 

The West Cabarrus YMCA is part of the 
Cannon Memorial YMCA network. Since its 
founding in 1908, the Cannon Memorial YMCA 
has a rich history of serving the people of 
Cabarrus County and has become a staple of 
the community. Having served as a member 
of the West Cabarrus YMCA Board of Direc-
tors, I have seen firsthand the quality and 
commitment to excellence of its employees. 
Their commitment to the values driven and 
faith-based approach of the YMCA has made 

their community a better place as it continues 
to serve the people in our community. Again, 
I am extremely proud of all of those at West 
Cabarrus YMCA and especially LaRhonda and 
Jon. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing the actions of LaRhonda Bryson and 
Jon Putnam for their lifesaving efforts and 
wishing them well as they continue to serve 
our community. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Hank 
Bohling of Greenfield, Iowa, for being selected 
to receive the 2016 Aaron Eilert’s Community 
Service Award. Hank is the son of Lynn and 
Elaine Bohling. 

The Aaron Eilert’s Community Service 
Award is presented to an individual who is 
dedicated to community service and positively 
impacting their fellow citizens. The award is 
named in honor of Aaron Eilert, who was 
known throughout his community for giving 
back and graciously dedicating his time to oth-
ers. Hank has been involved in the Holidays 
for Heroes program for the last seven years 
through the American Red Cross, collecting 
over 14,000 holiday cards, and distributing 
them across the globe. He is also active in a 
number of leadership projects throughout his 
community, including the local 4–H Club. 

Mr. Speaker, Hank has made his state and 
his community very proud. It is with great 
honor that I recognize him today. I ask that my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating him for 
receiving this award and in wishing him noth-
ing but continued success. 
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HONORING ELIZABETH AND HOW-
ARD GREEN, ANGELS IN ADOP-
TION 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 
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Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor two extraordinary parents, Dr. Howard 
and Elizabeth Green of Winchester, Virginia. 
Due to their unwavering dedication to children 
in need, I nominated the Greens as Congres-
sional Angels in Adoption this year. 

The loving generosity of Howard and Eliza-
beth has formed a family of 12 children, seven 
of them adopted, who are now between the 
ages of 15 and 22, and five biological children, 
between 16 and 24 years of age. Their adopt-
ed children all came from difficult cir-
cumstances, yet they worked tirelessly to pro-
vide them a warm and loving home. Their first 
adopted child came from China when she was 
15 months old; shortly thereafter they adopted 
six children from Ethiopia, four siblings ages 
11, 9, 6 and 3, followed by two brothers, 6 

and 7 years old. They identified at-risk chil-
dren and took it upon themselves to change 
their lives for the better. 

After having been raised by the Greens in a 
loving home with strong spiritual guidance, all 
12 children are extraordinary. For instance, 
the oldest three adopted children are thriving 
in college at Virginia Tech, James Madison 
University and Hillsdale College; while their bi-
ological children have either graduated or are 
currently in college. Meanwhile, their five 
youngest children are still in high school. 
While the years have surely been filled with 
joyous moments, it has not always been easy. 
With all their children, the Greens have pro-
vided the necessary accommodations for all of 
them to succeed. 

The story of the inspirational generosity on 
the part of Dr. Howard and Elizabeth Green 
has been celebrated for many years in the 
Shenandoah Valley and is recognized nation-
ally, including by my colleague, CATHY 
MCMORRIS RODGERS of Washington, whose 
husband was a Naval Academy classmate of 
Howard Green. I am honored to count among 
my constituents, Elizabeth and Howard Green, 
whose faith in a loving God has inspired them 
to become such amazingly generous and lov-
ing adoptive parents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring Dr. Howard and Elizabeth 
Green. The Greens are stellar examples of the 
generosity of Americans, who have a long tra-
dition of opening their hearts and their homes 
in adopting children from all over the world. 
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ANNE BURKHOLDER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud Anne Burkholder for being 
recognized by the West Chamber as a 2016 
Celebrate Women Honoree. Celebrate Women 
Honorees are known for their perseverance, 
accomplishments, generosity, and dedication 
to their passions and their community. 

Anne Burkholder has served the Jefferson 
County community for more than 50 years. 
Her passion for education began in Seattle as 
the daughter of two university educators. 
While in high school, she had the opportunity 
to visit 15 countries, spawning an international 
awareness and deepening her appreciation of 
the freedoms afforded by U.S. citizenship. 
After completing her degree at CU Boulder, 
Anne settled into Jefferson County with her 
husband, Steve. 

Anne has improved the community as a 
teacher, tutor, sponsor and leader, and she 
currently serves on the boards of the Jeffco 
Schools Foundation and the American Asso-
ciation of University Women, Lakewood 
Branch. Five years ago, Anne co-founded the 
Parent-Child Home Program Jeffco, which just 
successfully completed its three-year pilot pro-
gram. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Anne Burkholder for this well-deserved rec-
ognition by the West Chamber. 
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